Essay 2 Guide
For your second essay, you will engage in some research to compose your own “chapter” in the style of The Other Victims, selecting a subgroup or new group to write about. The work must be at least 1000 words and follow the same standards of effective writing described in the Essay 1 Guide. Your goal is to expand your own knowledge and to share it with your fellow students, as you will submit this writing to the Essay 2 Dropbox and post it to the Discussion Board (under the topic “Additional Victims”) for classmates to read. See Course Outline and Schedulefor due date.
 
Begin by exploring a group or subgroup of Holocaust victims beyond the material you have read and screened so far for class. Pick a subgroup that you’d like to know about or one that was not covered at all. For example, you could narrow the focus on “the disabled” and Friedman’s focus on a deaf girl by researching the treatment of the blind or the severely alcoholic – groups mentioned in uhmm.org readings but not discussed by Friedman. Alternately, you could select a new group, such as Soviet prisoners of war or twins who were experimented on by Dr. Mengele at Auschwitz. Whatever group you choose, be specific and know that, as part of your research, you’ll need to find a short personal story that you can condense, trim, and/or retell in the first-person to exemplify the experience, as Friedman does in most chapters. Above all, do not replicate the work Friedman does by picking the same group, even if your personal example is different from hers (or she does not have a personal example). 
  
Requirements:
· Use Friedman’s style and organization as a model.
· Use your own words throughout.
· Provide an effective introduction to the group  (at least 350 words) and discuss how and why group members targeted and persecuted.
· Transition to an individual’s unique narrative (that you’ve read); use only factual details; put everything into first person (I) perspective as Friedman does. Don't cut and paste.
· Include a source list at the end of your writing: identify alphabetically at least three sources (do not use Friedman) by author, title, and URL.
· You do not need to use parenthetical citations for this project as we are emulating the Friedman book, which does not use them.
 
Some Examples of Relevant Groups/Subgroups You May Use:
· American POWs at Berga Concentration Camp
· Children saved by the Kindertransport (England)
· Children saved by The Children’s Aid Society in France (OSE = Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants)
· Twins at Auschwitz experimented on by Dr. Mengele
· Partisans (Jewish resistance fighters)
· Soviet POWs
 
You may not use any group Friedman devotes a chapter to. For example, you may not rewrite or add to her material about homosexuals and then just add a personal narrative (which she does not have).
By contrast, although she does discuss outspoken clergymen in a chapter, she does not discuss Jewish clergymen (rabbis). So, you could discuss the specific persecution of rabbis during the Holocaust, if you find adequate sources on this subject. A quick search brought me this article, for example, from 1943: "Gestapo Tortures 200 Rabbis in Polish Concentration Camp." I would next want to find at least one other source on the subject to deepen my analysis, something from after WWII. Then, I would have to find an article or interview giving a personal narrative by an individual rabbi who survived the Holocaust. Since few Rabbis survived, this might be difficult. I would not be allowed to write about a survivor who became a rabbi after the Holocaust, as this would not be about the group "rabbis persecuted during the Holocaust." 
Sample Essay
This example/model for Essay 2 explores the group "pregnant women victims of the Holocaust." Note the focus on defining the group and explaining specific forms of persecution, then the transition from background information to the individual example in first-person perspective. See that the Sources list identifies three authors and titles, using a link for the title. (You may instead type out the title and follow
it with a URL.)

EXAMPLE
 
I.R. Student
ENGL 2020
Date 2018
Pregnant Women as Victims of the Holocaust
 
There are many similarities in the experiences of men and women as Holocaust victims. Yet there are also significant differences between the experiences of the genders, many of which have not been sufficiently studied. Both men and women lived and loved and fought the enemy together, hid or fled or were worked to death in the camps. Both men and women could be shot or sent to the gas chambers for tiny infractions or nothing at all. They could be beaten or raped. But only women become pregnant, and the Nazis developed quite specific and terribly brutal policies related to the treatment of pregnant women.
Pregnant Jewish women who wanted to keep their children, for example, were forced to submit to abortions. In the Kovno Ghetto in 1942, for example, the Gestapo simply issued an order that pregnancy was forbidden. Plainly and without pity, the order stated that every pregnancy must be terminated, and that visibly pregnant women would simply be put to death. Non-Jews, such as Polish or Russian women brought into Germany as forced labor, often faced rape or had to trade sex with German men for food or other basic needs. If these women became pregnant, official “race experts” would determine the fate of the child. If they decided a baby would not be adequately “Aryan,” the mother would be forced to undergo an abortion or might be sent away without support or medical care. This would guarantee the death of the infant and perhaps the mother as well.
By contrast, German women were strongly encouraged to marry and become pregnant as soon and often as possible. High-ranking Nazi official Heinrich Himmler encouraged a high German birth rate using such slogans as “the battle for births of good blood.” To the Nazis, large families were not so much a personal choice as a national duty, and making “Aryan” babies for the fatherland was a German woman’s highest responsibility.
Despite the significant contrast between the dictates to pregnant Jewish women and women of occupied countries vs. pregnant German women, all emphasized the practice of dominating and controlling women’s bodies.
One powerful story of a Jewish survivor who miraculously managed to keep her baby is that of Miriam Rosenthal. She was part of Kaufering I, a sub-camp of Dachau, where seven Jewish babies would be born in 1945 despite all odds – the youngest survivors of the Holocaust, all still alive today. [403 words]
 
Telling the story rips at my guts, still I tell it. I’m 90 years old, but I remember it all, every step. I don’t have dementia yet!
I was born Miriam Schwarcz in Komarno, Czechoslovikia on August 26, 1922. I was the youngest of 13 children. I longed to get married from a young age, and fortunately my mother supported my desire. She brought in a matchmaker from Hungary, and I picked a handsome eligible bachelor from her book: a cattle broker’s son named Bela Rosenthal who looked like Clark Gable. We married on April 5, 1944 and took our honeymoon.
After only a few short months, Bela was sent to a slave labor camp. I was sent to Auschwitz, but then transferred to Germany to work in an airplane factory. As I worked, I knew I was pregnant.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One day, two SS men appeared with snarling German shepherds, demanding to know which women were pregnant. I was showing, and if I didn’t put up my hand all the other women would be killed. So, I did. The others wept for me as I was put on a passenger train, which was unusual, to be taken to Auschwitz. There was a woman near me, a civilian. “What is with you?” she asked. “You don’t have hair. What are you, from a mental hospital?” She had no idea, this German woman, of all the horrible things the Germans were doing. I told her I was going to Auschwitz, to the gas. She looked at me like I was crazy, opened her purse and gave me some bread. I ate it so fast. I was so hungry.
The SS guards, who had gone to smoke, came back and told me I was “one lucky Jew” because the crematoriums at Auschwitz were “kaput.” They had been shut down. Was there still hope for me and my baby?
I arrived at Auschwitz. There I was, four-months pregnant. I was also starving, exhausted, cold, and afraid. One day an SS officer in big black boots and a crisp uniform appeared before the barracks with a loudspeaker. He demanded, “All pregnant women line up!” He said that our food portions were being doubled.
Can you imagine? Even women who were not pregnant stepped forward! But not me. I wouldn’t go. Something was holding me back. Someone was watching over me. Maybe it was my mother, maybe God. Two hundred women stepped forward and 200 women went to the gas chamber. And I don’t know why I didn’t step forward.
I have asked rabbis. I have asked some big people and no one can give me an answer. If you believe in God, then God did it. If you believe it was my parents, then it was my parents, which is what I believe.
I was taken to Kaufering I, a satellite camp near Dachau, now with a number tattooed on my arm. And then I was led into a basement, and guess who was there? Six other pregnant women. A Kapo – a Jewish woman charged with overseeing us – smuggled a stove into the room so we could not freeze during the winter of 1945. When the Germans discovered the stove, she was beaten bloody. Yet, after the beating she still told us, “Don’t you worry, girls, the stove will be back tomorrow.” And it was.
My “miracle baby,” my 67-year-old son Leslie was the last born of our little group, on February 28, 1945. He was so beautiful, with blond hair and blue eyes. An SS guard came in and asked if his father was an SS man. I told him no, the father was my husband, Bela. And when Bela finally saw our son for the first time? I can’t describe that feeling. We cried and cried and cried. [636 words]
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